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A 


DEFENCES 


OF THE 
Country-Parſon's 
ADMONITION. 


"TJ Here 15 2 Paper called The 
Plain Man's Anſwer, &c, 
which hath 'made ſome Re- 
fexions upon The Country- 
Parſon*s Admonition. But how 
juſtly, and with what ſucceſs, 
(being direfted to make ſhore 
work on't) 1 do thus briefly 
examine. 
The Exceptions againſt 
that little Tract are, 1. Gene- 


ral, 2, Special. | 
A% i. His 
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1. His general Exception 
1s againſt the Perſon who 
gives you this Advice : Who, 
as he pretends, 1s not duely 
qualifhed ro write Admoniti- 
015, becauſe he is not Infalli- 
ble. For thus he expoſtulates 
with me. | 

Sir, You do not pretend to 
fuch Infallibility ; and therefore 
if I muſt rely upon the Miniſte- 
rial Funttion, I ought, in caſe 


it can be found, to ſeek out ſuch | 


a one as i5 unerring. (Plain 
Man's Anſwer, p. 3.) And 
again. But what ! muſt I ſtand 
to the Direion of the Mini- 
fterial Fun&ion ? Can it ſecure 
me that the Reverend Divines 
of the Church of En gland have 
bit upon the right Senſe of Scrip- 
ture? But I ſee they pretend 
not to ſuch an Infallibility. And 
txcrefore, Sir, I muſt needs tell | 


youy 
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you, That as when T make choice 
of a Phyſician or Lawyer, IT love 
' to chuſe the beſt ; ſo, if I muſt 
make choice of a- Direftor, I 
muſt and will make choice of 
him that can give me ſecurity 
that he neither can nor wall 
lead me aſtray; for I do not 
love to relie upon any thing 
that can deceive me. (p. 5.) 

TheSum of which Charge, 
when reſolved into plain Eng- 
* liſh, 18this. 

Theſe Divines of the Church 
of England (are ſo modeſt) 
they dare not pretend to be In- 
fallible (tor they know but in 
part, 1 Cor. 13. 12.) and 
therefore they are not fit to be 
truſted with the Care of Souls. 
Do not hearken to them, nor res 
gard their Admonitions, But the 
Prieſts of the Church of Rome 
(it we could but make you 

A 3 believe 
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believe it) they are Infallible, 
1. e. they neither can nor wall 
deceive you. 

But are theſe Miffioners in 
earneſt, whilſt they inſinuate 
ſuch things ? Do they really 
believe themſelves when they 
talk at this rate? To put 
them to the Teſt :; 

Ask this very Miffioner, 
whether He, or any other pri- 
vate Prieſt in the Church of 
Rome, is Infallible ? And let . 
him not think to ſatisfie your 
Doubts, by declaring, That he 
doth not find any other, but thoſe 
called Roman Catholics, that 
offer to challenge it. (pag. 2) 
What's this to the purpoſe : 
We need not be told that they 
Challenge to be Intallible; We 
do not ſuſpe& their Conh- 
dence,but expect their Proof. \ 

But now if this NN 

a 
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ſhall acknowledge, that nei- 
ther he, nor any other private 
Prieſt is Infallible, Gand I 
know he dares not pretend 
the contrary) you are then to 
be Arad | , from his own 
Principles, that ſuch fallible 
and erring Guides are not ht 
to be truſted, 

You have lately been re- 
minded, mot to pin your Faith 
upon anothers Sleeve, unleſs you 
could be ſure that ſuch a one 
on whom you relie, could nor, 
nor would not deceive you. 
(p.3.) And therefore (my good 
Part zoners) ſince ſome body 
mult direCt you, pray do you 
conlider , whether it is not 
more prudent to truſt your 
own Parſon, than a fallible 
pretending Prieſt ? 

/ If this Mifhoner ſhall then 
further propoſe, that though 
A 4 1e 
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he is not Infallible himſelf; yet 
he can brins you to an Hifallis 
bi: C nh, and that's as good, 
T. rhis you may anſiver, 
'T hat though your Parſon is 
nor Infallible, yet he can 
bring you to Infalkble Scrip- 
tures, and that's better. 

And *tis pertinent to ob- 
ſerve, That the Romaniſts 
themſelves, as well as we, do 
acknowledge theſe Holy 
Scriptures to be Infallible : 
Burt we Proteſtants do declare, 
'Th»r the Church of Rome is 
not Infallible. And rherefore, 
{fince in all dvubrtul Caſes 
the ſafeſt part is ro be choſen, 
(and that's fafeit, ſay the 
Prieſts, wherein both Sides 
are agreed) do you ſtick to 
the Scriprures, and let them 
rake their Church. 

I ſhall not now enter open 
rne 
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the Merits of the Cauſe, by 
examining, the Nature of this 
pretended Infallibility. Nei- 
ther, at preſent, ſhall I take 
notice of thoſe Reaſons which 
are here produced by this 
M1:/ſoner to ſupport it. Theſe, 
God willing,ſhall be conſ1de- 
red in their proper place, viz. 
in my Reflexions upon the Miſ- 


fioner's Anſwer to the Plains 


man's Reply. W hich I hope, 


- indue time, to publiſh. 


So much for his General 
Exception. 

His Exceptions in Special 
are againſt thoſe DireCtions 
which by way of Expedient 
] deſired you to obſerve. 

1. He is not well pleaſed 
that I ſend you to your Pray- 
ers, to pray unto God to give 


' you hy Grace, to hold faſt the 


Profeſſion of your Faith with« 
A 3 cut 
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out wavering, Heb. 10. 23. 

Bur this 1s to correct Sr, 
Parul, and not the Country-Par- 
ſon : Who thinks it very pro- 
per ({ince we are to pray in 

aith) to turn an Apoſtolic 
Precept into a Prayer : And 
being admoniſhed by the A- 
poſtle to hold faſt our Profeſſi- 
on; 12 an humble depen- 
dance upon the divine Grace, 
we pray unto God to enable 
us to do it. 

However, at laſt he goes 
you leave to ſay your Pray- 
ers : But then he tells you, 
1t muſt be in this Form; If I 
be not in the right, &c. And, 
If The in the right, &c. 

But will this M:/ſioner allow 
his new Converts to pray with 
theſe I's and ind, It he 
grants them ſuch liberty, let 
me then deſire them daily to 
_ repeat this Prayer. If 
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LY'1 
If the Church of Rome, of 
which I have now profeſſed my 


ſelf a Member, # not a found 


Catholis Church, but in any In- 


ance u Erroneous, Superſtitions, 


and Idolatrous ; Lord pardon my 
Errors, and lead me into the way 
of Truth, And if the Reforma- 
tion of the Church of England 
s juſt and rwarrantable, and a- 
greeable to thy Holy Word , Lord 
open mine Eyes, that I may ac- 
knowledge my miſtake, and re- 
turn into her Communion. Amen. 

It here it ſhall be further 
urged, That this Conditional 
way of Praying is indeed very 
ht for Proteſtants, who are 
not znfalibly ſecure that their 
Faith is true, being various and 
uncertain; (p. 3.) 


Bur theſe kind of Prayers 


/ are never to be uſed by Ro- 


man Catholics, who are cer- 
tain 


and thinks himſelf aftronted, 


IO 


tain that their Faith is true, 
and that they are 1n the right, 
as being Members of an In: | 
fallible Church : Tell him, 
This is only to talk big, 
and to be Judge in his own 
Cauſe. For, 1. A Man may 
be certain, and ſure that he 1s 
in the right, without being 
Infallible. | 
'_ 2. There 1s greater uncer- 
tainty , more Diviſtons'and 
diverſity of Opinions ( and. 
thar in Matters of Faith) in 
the Church 'of Rome, than 
there are in the Church of 
Enzland. ; 
If he ſtartlesat the Charge, 


defire him (for his fatisfaCtt- 
on) to return an Anſwer to 
the Learned Dr. Stilling lect 
upon that Subject. The \ 


2. Direction {with which 


© Hkewiſe he is pleaſed to hnd 
fault) was this : 

When you read the Holy 
Scriptures, and do find ſome 
Place which is too difficult for 
you, do not then pretend to ine 
terpret it your ſelves: But be 
the DireAinn of 3 our Spiritual 
Guide, and deſire him to ſhew 
you hor it to be underſtood. 

It ſeems this Gentleman 1s 
reſolyed to ſhew his Skill ; 
otherwiſe this Expedient (for 
a Reaſon that he knows) 
might have palſsd without 
his Cenſure. 

*T'is very ſurpriſing, that 4 
Romiſh Prieſt, 'who expeCts 
ſuch blind Obedience to his 
Di&tates, ſhould yet be thus 
oftended at this honeſtAdvice. 

But the Reaſon 1s evident. 

For whilſt the good Pro- 
zeſtants of England ths ſo kind 

t9 


to Us, and ſo careful of them- 
ſelves, as to own their Clergy 
(as blefled be God they do, 
notwithſtanding all the Arts 
of Rome to withdraw them 
from us) I fay, whilſt they 
ſtick to their Clergy, through 
God's Blefling, they are cer- 
rainly ſafe. 

As to the ſlavery of ſuch 
Submiſhon ( which this Au- 
thor ſuggeſts) with reſpect to 
the Church of England,*tis an 
invidious Reflexian, 

We do indeed defire you 
to take our Advice; not for 
that we have dominion over 
your Faith, but are helpers of 


Jour Foy ; for by Faith ye ſtand, 


2, Cor. 1. 24. 

Now the Scripture is the 
only Rule of our Faith ; and 
as ſuch (to uſe his own Ex- 
preſſion) we will tand and fall 


by 


- 
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by it. (Plain Man's Anſwer, 
P.4-) 4nd therefore (as he well 
reminds you) you muſt ſearch 
diligently and ſoberly into it 
your ſelves. (Ibid. p. 4.) Imt- 


tate thoſe noble Bereans, who 


received the Word with all rea- 
dineſs of mind, and ſearched the 
Scriptures daily, whether thoſe 
things were ſo, ACts 17.11. 

But to what nepoſi{chinkes 
this Author) do you read the 
Scriptures, which neither you, 
nor your Clergy, can pretend 
to interpret ? 

And why not? Cannot the 
Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land interpret Scripture as 
well as the Prieſts of the 
Church of Rome? No, faith 
he, becauſe they are not In- 
fallible. (And thus he up» 


braids us at leaſt tex times 1n 


this very Anſwer.) 
But 
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But what ſtrange Impertt- 
nence 1s this ? "That thoſe 
Men ſhould be thus concern'd 
for the want of Infallibility 
in others, who have lo little 
of it themſelves ? 

For 1s there any thing more 
Fallible and Contradicting, 
than thoſe vaſt Volumes of 
Popiſh Commentators, that 
even make our Shelves to 
crack ? And yet all theſe, Fal- 
lible as they are, owned, and 
publiſhed with the uſual 4p- 
probations, and Permiſſu Supe- 
riorum. 

Now had I leiſure to expo- 
ſtulate, I would delire this 
Mifſioner (who writes to me 
in your Name) to reſolve me, 
That ſince it would be very 
profitable for all Chriſtians, 
that the Scriptures ſhould be 
infallibly interpreted ; why 
doth 


[15] 

doth the Church of Rome em- 
ploy particular Doctors to 
; 1nterpret them falibly > Why 
are ſuch different and contra- 
dictory Expoſitions publiſhed 
by her Authority ? Why doth 
{he not rather petition his Ho- 
lines, or whoever elſe 1s beſt 
able to do it, to explain them 
infallibly ? Why doth ſhe hide 
her Candle under a Buſhel, and 
keep her Talent, of interpreting 
Scripture infallibly, wrapt up 
in a Naphin? how ſuch un- 
faithfulneſs can be anſwered 
to her Lord and Maſter Feſus 
Chriſt, I leave him ſadly to 
con{ider. To him that knoweth 
to do good,and doth it not, to him 
:t i ſin, James 4. 17. 

3. I aid direct you, as far 
as poſſible, to avoid all Diſputes 
about Religion. And thus far 
he allows you to follow my 

dvice, 
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Advice. For he hates contens« 
tions, heats, and animoſities, 
And indeed fo do I, as being 
fully convinced, that it 1s 
much more profitable, both 
for me and my Pariſh,to ſpend 
my time in Devotion and 
Practical Diſcourſes, than in 
theſe unpleaiing Diſputes. 
And I have great reaſon to 
athrm, 'That the reſt of my 
Brethren of the Church of 


England are likewiſe of the |, 


ſame mind. 

But fince the Importunity 
of others, in ſeducing our 
People, hath forced us to it, 
we dare not now be filent ; 
and think our ſelves obliged, 
as good Shepherds, not only 
to Red our Flocks, but alſo to 
keep them from wandring in- 
to cf wag and to def 
them from thoſe that would 
lead them aſtray. To 


end \ 
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To his Exceptions againſt 
my Fourth Expedient, I do thus 


,reply. 

Thar it will be time enough 
to enquire after the Privileges 
of the Roman Church, when 
you are firſt convinced, 'T hat 
it is your Duty to leave the 
Communion of the Church 
of England. 

Now whoever would pers 
izade you to ſuch a Separa- 

|,tion (I rold you, if he will 
proceed rationally and to the 
purpoſe) he muſt firſt con- 
vince you, *©'T hat the Church 
*of England is no ſound 
Member of the Church Ca- 
© tholic; but that her Do- 
©Etrine 1s either Defe#:ive or 
© Falſe. 

©If he pretends that it is 
* Defet:ive,he mult then ſhew, 
© that there are ſome "Truths 

* ne+ 


[18] 
© neceſſarily to be believed, 


© as Articles of Faith, which }* 
© the Church of England dothy* 


*not receive as ſuch. And 
*alſo that there are ſome ne- 
© ceflary Duties, or Parts of 
* Worſhip, which the Church 
*of Enzland either wholly 
* omits, or elſe doth not re- 
© quire under any ſuch necel- 
© ſity. 

© But if he affirms, ſecondly, 
©That the Doctrine of the 
*Church of England is Falſe, 
© he muſt then prove, That 
© the Church of England doth 
£ require ſome unlawful Con- 
$ dition of her Communion ; 
© and that either in Faith or 
* Worſhip. Plainly thus : 

© He muſt make it appear, 
£'That her Faith is Erroneous 
£ and contrary to the written 
£ Word of God, the Faith 


s once 
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ence delivered to the Saints. 


© Or elſe, That her Worſhip . 


£ 335 Unlawful, Superſtitious, or 
© [dolatrous. 

All this indeed he thought 
very reaſonable. And becauſe he 
hath no leiſure for long Enqui« 
ries, (Þ. 7.) I will not be fo 
rude as to preſs him beyond 
his Meaſures. 

However, I muſt be fo ob- 
liging as to aſſure him, That 
When he hath found his Ar- 
guments, I ſhall be ready to 
attend him. 

And now (my good Pariſhi- 
oners) having difSatch'd this 
Anſwer, let me thus briefly 
enforce my former 


ADMONITION. 
*T*'IS a ſerious thing. to 


_ = change your Religion. 
| Eter- 
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Eternity depends upon it. 
And Seke "th an a ; 
donable Error, to be guilty' 
of Raſhneſs in ſo weighty a 
Concern. 

Be not perſuaded out of 
your Senſes with Confidence 
and Noiſe: Nor do you pre- 
ſently conclude , that ſome 
Men are in the R:ght, be- 
cauſe they ſay it is impothble 
= ſhould be in the Mong. 

F they think to frighten' 

ou into their way, by tel- 
ing you, that you are other- 
wiſe damned ; Regard ſuch 
Threatnings no more than 
you would the Ravings of a 
Quaker. For not he that com 
mendeth himſelf s approved, but 
whom the Lord commendeth, 
2 Cor. 10. 15. 

Be not diſcouraged , nor 
ſuſpe&t the Truth of your 
Faith, 


» 


\ 
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Faith, becauſe at firſt hear- 
ing you cannot anſwer a So» 
(vgs Objetion, Thinking 

en, who expect folid Ar- 
guments, may poſhbly be 
{urpriz'd on the ſudden with 
ſuch {lender Stuff. For even 
a Child may puzzle a Stateſ- 
man at Riddle my Riddle. 

But theſe kind of Tricks, 
when a little examined, how 
trifling do they appear? and 
fignihe nothing but the Con- 


hdence of thoſe who urge 
them. 

Remember this, and ſhew 
your ſelves Men. 


